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tons, valued at 29 crores, but in 1932-33 this had shrunk
to 190,000 tons, valued at n crores. Throughout the Indian
cotton belt Japanese have set up their extensive buying
organizations. It is obvious that the shrinkage of exports
of raw cotton to Japan would be detrimental to the interests
of the Indian cotton grower. The urgent problem for both
India and Lancashire is to find an alternative market for
this surplus cotton.

Following the assurance given to the Indian delegates
by the representatives of Lancashire at Ottawa, that they
would do everything in their power to encourage the use of
Indian cotton in British mills, a genuine interest in the
matter has been roused in Lancashire. An advisory panel,
consisting of expert spinners and some of the technicians
of the Shirley Institute, has been set up with the object of
assisting the mills desirous of using Indian cotton ; a cotton
commissioner has been appointed to act as a liaison officer
between the raw cotton trade in India and the Lancashire
mills ; and the Lancashire Indian Cotton Enquiry Com-
mittee has conducted a number of practical experiments
with Indian cottons. The Committee obtained six bales
of Indian cotton of different varieties and produced about
seventy types of cloth for the examination of traders, and
detailed information about the cottons used is supplied to
any spinner who may be interested in the cloths. The
types of cloth so far produced are " weft sateens, reversible
satins, striped satin, striped tussores, grey shirtings, plain
poplins, plain repps, drills, various twills, cabots, casements,
sheets and sheeting finished in the grey state."

Speaking about the use of Indian cotton in Lancashire
at a meeting of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce,
Sir Richard Jackson said :

" Of one thing I am convinced, Lancashire can use more
Indian cotton. It is the opinion of the Cotton Enquiry
Committee that with a proper spirit of interest and co-
operation Lancashire's purchases of raw cotton from India
will increase."